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REPTILE-
~ ASSOCIATED
sSALMONELLOSIS

Turtles and other reptiles such as tortoises, lizards and
shakes are carriers of a germ called Salmeuella, which

can make children very sick, causing fever, chills,
diarrhea, nausea and sometimes vomiting.

The following story is based on real events.

Developed by Maren Robinson, Karamjit Chela,
Priti Guatam and Vanessa Novoa,
in conjunction with
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One Sunday morning, Lorena Diaz and her son Antonio

went to the local swap meet and bought something that
they thought would be a great addition to their home.

Soon they would discover that it was a dangerous mistake...
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Good morning! They are a great " ¢0IUOLUY 'DbNLJIOYL
Would you like to buy pet for your child and | DA2NU N} DISNb 217 A
a baby turtle? very cheap! ' 1
Come take a look!

Look at the turtles,
Antonio. Do you want
to take one home?
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Here is your turtle.
Have a hice day!

Henry!
I can't wait
to play
with himl
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" Do you like your

new turtle, Antonio?

What are you going
to name him?




What a cute baby turtle
you have! Let's play with
Henry inside! T have some
™. shacks for you, too.

. Look, Tia Martal
Look! I have a new
pet named Henry!
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Having a turtle is so much fun!
I wonder if mama will let him swim in
the bathtub with me tonight.
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Y Mamal Can
you clean Henry?
3 There are crumbs /
‘1 onh him!
Let'seatasnack \. B §  ~ , ;
together, Henry! ) ; N N % ¢ount oj ua 0B1wu0d
i 8. AJuaH JUppoU 2p2nd?

Do you want a cup
of water, mijo?
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: It was a long day
< [ at the swap meet. Let's
Now you're all nice get you cleaned up.
and clean, Henry!
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but things would change soon... "*OYONW OPU2!}JIAIP DAD4S2 2S OIUOLUY




Time for bed, amor. Did you have a
fun day with your new pet?

Mama! Look at Henry!
He's swimming!
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Yes, mamal
Henry is my
l best friend!
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/2 Good night, mama!
L)\ _Good night, Henry!
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B Doctor, T am very
I worried. My son is very

Oh no!
You have a fever! \g P :
I'm going to go call R A b : - ' ' 40490p [D
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Itis
possible that
i % {7/ your son has a
The only thing < #5571 | [ Salmonella infection.
I can think of is the \ /AP A.| Baby furtles carry
baby turtle T bought at  |g/MReE S# By this germ, which is
the swap meet yesterday. My easily spread and

ol | e L can be dangerous
"U9ZDU0J 24DJ2ds] - | (I ‘ AT for young children.
== iSOWDb2|| DA jpIIW Ay| - " | NN Bring him to
o - : b — 2 - the clinic
_immediately!

Dios! I'm missing
work again! How am
I going to pay the
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2nb pIqos ou 04 jAvI D - 3 (Al i - Wi dangerous! I better call
- ; DELE ‘ work to tell them I'm
not coming in today.
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” Oh look! We've arrived!
. Hold on, sweetheart.
\_i Lo, =




At the appointment...

Mrs. Diaz, we are going o
test your son for salmonellosis. Here
is a formula to hydrate him. Call
me if he gets worse.

Thank you,
Doctor Romero!

Mrs. Diaz,
your son tested
positive for
salmonellosis.
Continue fo give him
the formula I gave
you at the last
appointment.

He should

be fine.

Here, mi
amor. Drink this.
We will have to give
Henry away fo Tia
Sonia because he
made you so

Thank you,
doctor! I never knew
turtles were so dangerous
for small children. T will
' Try to spread the message
to my community. :

Okay mama, but

— 4 ¥
e
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: i .j':? I'm alittle sad to say

goodbye to Henry.

Can we go to
\ the zoo tomorrow?
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Hola, Sonial
Dios! I'm so happy my son is better. I
have learned a hard lesson. You are healthy
and your kids are all grown up. Would you like to
have our pet turtle? The doctor said he carries
germs, which are dangerous for kids under the
age of 5. Families with young kids
should not have pet turtles.

" Sure!l I love turtles! S
I even know a veterinarian
who takes care of reptiles.

He can help teach me the

best way to care for it.

I feel so much
better now. We're
doing the right thing.
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Turtles are not safe pets for young children. They should not be kept in the
home, at childcare centers, preschools, or in early childhood education programs.

Do not buy a turtle (less than 4 inches in width), especially if you are
pregnant, if you have children under the age of 5, or if you have any chronic
health problems. Salmenella germs can survive for weeks on surfaces and
objects (such as clothing, carpets, and toys).

I you already have a turtle, follow the tips below for child and turtle safety:

Wash your hands after each time you touch,
hold or clean your pet, its cage or food.

Do not bathe your turtle in the kitchen sink
or next to places where you keep and cook
your food.

Do not allow children under the age of 5 to play
with turtles.

B Avoid contaminating the bathtub. Always sanitize the
area where you clean the turtle or its equipment.

Do not put your turtle into a local lake if you no
longer want it. Instead, call a turtle organization
or the City Animal Control Department.

Find out how to take good care of your pet furtle because a sick
turtle sheds more Salmonella and that's more dangerous! Visit
http://www.ph.lacounty.gov/acd/Diseases/Reptiles.htm

For more information about Reptile-Associated Salmonellosis,
please contact the Los Angeles County Department of Public Health.
http://www.publichealth.lacounty.gov/acd
Telephone (213) 240-7941 (Ask for the Health Education Unit)
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